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Abstract

The Mount Afadjato and Agumatsa Range Conservation Area (AACA) is one of the globally important bird area in Ghana, currently being
managed through community-based conservation actions by local people with the support of the Ghana Wildlife Society. As in many other
Ghanaian communities the mammal fauna of the site continue to decline as a result of many factors, basically anthropogenic in origin. The aim
of the study was to assess the status of large mammals in the area in terms of their diversity, relative abundance, density, and species of local,
national and international conservation concern, and the factors likely to affect these variables. The diversity, relative abundance and densities of
mammal species at the site are one of the lowest in Ghanaian forests. There is every indication that the major factors causing the decline in
mammal population in the area are habitat degradation and hunting pressure. As in many other communities in the West African sub-region, all
mammals are negatively impacted upon by human activities. Consequently, given that whatever activities being proposed by the locally initiated
community-based conservation programme will greatly depend on availability of wildlife, especially for ecotourism, there is a need for a more
pragmatic approach to conserve the remaining wildlife without further delay.



