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Abstract

The relationships between peasant livelihoods and tlegradation in the Gia-Kajelo community werangixed in a
wider context of the man-environment relationshia African savanna. The relationship has to beddak in a wider
dimension involving conceptual frameworks that impmyate contemporary understanding of rural livaditis,
institutional dynamics, resource diversity, envir@ntal variability and macro level influences ondbsocio-politico-
economic landscapes. Investigating these relatiprefould move from the biased technocratic objeciissessment
of virgin lands and so-called mapping of human iotpato studies identifying the environment as aenarfor
synergistic interaction between ‘man’ and ‘natuigased on the later approach results showed thatealth groups
experienced land degradation on their fields, ctifig the type of land investments made and mediibtelevels of
access to resources and opportunities. Being galorced the ability of most people to invest in langrovement, but
being rich did not automatically lead to good eomimental health.



